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frame a comprehensive scheme of contributory insurance
whereby the amount of pension will be increased and ob-
tainable at an earlier age. . . . The present system is not
just, and some reform is urgently needed.'
His attitude to education was progressive. He called for
an equal opportunity to be afforded every child in this
country of making the best use of his or her talents with the
help of an effective practical education: for the reduction in
the sizes of classes, improvement of school buildings, ade-
quate salaries for teachers.
Further, he grasped what is still a nettle in rural
politics, the denominational question. * We must safe-
guard the right of parents to have their children brought up
in the religion to which they are attached/ He demanded
* a more humane and more elastic administration of the
Ministry of Pensions. As an ex-Serviceman I shall be proud
to do all I can to obtain justice and fair treatment for all ex-
Servicernen and for the dependants of those who gave their
all for their country.* He concluded with an appeal for
stable government. It is interesting to note again his em-
phasis. Socialism is not condemned as being subversive but
as being inefficient. Minority government is an experiment
that has failed disastrously. * It is an essential condition of
a return to prosperity that we should be ruled by a stable
government with a clear majority. Only one party, the
largest—the Conservative Party—can hope to secure such a
majority, and I appeal to all who have the future prosperity
of the country at heart—to whatever political party they
may belong—to use their vote and Interest on behalf of the
Conservative cause and stable efficient and progressive
government.'
This address is symptomatic of the new Conservatism
that was to rally round the new leader of the Party, Stanley
Baldwin. Cutting out the flamboyant crusading zeal of
Young England, Baldwin sought to resuscitate the Tory
democrat. From the 1924 election onwards Baldwin's broad-

